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May 29,  2017  No. 13 

 PARISH CONTACTS: 
 

PH: 9873 1341 
 

PARISH PRIEST  
Father Dispin John 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Elisa Kelesidis 
Mrs. Martine Giles 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATES 
Mrs. Maree OôKeefe 
 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Open first Tuesday of each month 
8.30 -9.00am Multi Purpose Room 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Kathleen Spicer 
 
 
 

LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Every Tuesday  Lunchtime 
To order register online: 
www.flexischools.com.au     
 

CAMP AUSTRALIA  
 

Before & After School Care 1300 105 343 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Cherry Manapol   
 
HOURS:  7.00  -8.30 am 
     3.20 ï6.15 pm 
 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday -Friday, 8.30am ï4.00pm  

490 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham VIC 3132 
Phone: 03 9874 1575       Fax: 03 9873 2099 

Email: principal@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au    Web: www.sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 

 
 COMING UP AT ST JOHNôS      

    

MAY  
JUNE 3 Saturday  Confirmation Enrolment & Year 6 Level Mass, 6.00pm 
  4 Sunday  Confirmation Enrolment & Year 6 Level Mass, 6.00pm 
  5 Monday  School Assembly, 8.50am 
  6 Tuesday  Education Board Meeting, 7.00pm 
  12 Monday  Queenôs Birthday Holiday - No School  
  

          Click here to access St Johnôs Parish Newsletter 
 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Last Tuesday some of our students attended The Long Walk at Aquinas College to show solidarity with the In-
digenous people. Charlotte and Ashley share their recount of the day. 
 
The Long Walk        By Ashley and Charlotte 
 
 

On the Tuesday 23 May Ashley, Charlotte, Molly, David, Jeremy and 
Penelope went to Aquinas for the Long Walk. We learnt about different 
things like how the Indigenous Australians were classified as flora and 
fauna until 1967, which was also called the Referendum. At Aquinas 
we heard speeches from Nova Peris and Michael Long who talked 
about their life stories as Aboriginals. 
Nova Peris: 
Nova was the first Indigenous Australian to ever win a gold medal at 
the Olympic Games, she played in hockey. She was also one of only two Indigenous Australians to win a gold 
medal after becoming a mum. 
Michael Long: 
Michael is the founder of the Long Walk that he created after walking from his home in Melbourne, all the way 
to the Parliament House in Canberra (about 650 km.)This year marks the 30th anniversary of the Long Walk. 
Michael is also one of the most recognisable Aboriginal players in the AFL. He played for Essendon from 1989
-2001.  
We also heard a song called óTook The Children Awayô by Archie Roach and performed by some members of 
the Aquinas choir. The song is about the Stolen Generation which was when the government took Indigenous 
Australian children away from their families.  

Overall, we all had a great time learning about the Indigenous Australian history and we hope to learn more 

soon. 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.stjohnsmitcham.com.au/welcome.php?Category=News&SubCategory=_Parish+News
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The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
 

The National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) is the new way of providing support for Australians with 
disability, their families and carers.  
The NDIS will provide about 460,000 Australians under the age of 65 with a permanent and significant disabil-
ity with the reasonable and necessary supports they need to live an ordinary life. 
As an insurance scheme, the NDIS takes a lifetime approach, investing in people with disability early to im-
prove their outcomes later in life. 
The NDIS gives all Australians peace of mind that if their child or loved one is born with or acquires a perma-
nent and significant disability they will get the support they need. 
The NDIS supports people with disability to build skills and capability so they can participate in the communi-
ty and employment. 
The NDIS helps people with disability to: 
Access mainstream services and supports 
Access community services and supports. 
Maintain informal support arrangements 
Receive reasonable and necessary funded supports 
 

Inner Eastern Melbourne 
 

The NDIS will become available in the Inner East Melbourne area from Wednesday 1 November 2017. A per-
son may meet the access requirements to become a participant of the NDIS up to 6 months prior to this date 
The Inner East Melbourne area covers the local government areas of 
¶ Boroondara 
¶ Manningham 
¶ Monash 
¶ Whitehorse 
Please see the flyer further in the newsletter regarding the óOur Choice Expoô which will provide a summary of 
the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS): 
Ŀ         How the NDIS will work 
Ŀ         Choices and options available through the NDIS 
Ŀ         Services/supports available through the NDIS 
 The Our Choice Expo is a free expo and will be held in Wantirna South on Wednesday 7 June from 10.30am - 
4.00pm. 
 

Parent Information Night on Reporting 
 

Please donôt forget about the information sessions next Monday 5 June at either 2.30pm or 7pm. We strongly 
encourage all families to attend one of the sessions to share with you some changes to the format of this years 
reports. Please RSVP via email to Beth at bjohnson@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au  
 

St Johnôs Bush Dance 
 

The Parents' Association BBQ and Bush Dance is next Thursday 8 June, 5.00pm -7.30pm. Please RSVP as 
soon as possible via your class parent rep or email  yourpa.sjm@gmail.com.  Children are still to be collect-
ed from school at the normal time, 3.20pm. We are looking forward to a great family night. 
 

Have good week everyone, 
 

Jacqui Marshall 
Principal 

mailto:bjohnson@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au
mailto:yourpa.sjm@gmail.com
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Our Gospel Challenge this week is to: Follow Jesus and respect others 
 

This weekôs gospel passage has become known as Jesusô Great Commission ï his final instructions to his fol-
lowers. After the events of Jesusô death and resurrection, the disciples probably wished they had listened more 
closely and carefully to what Jesus had to say. Undoubtedly, they were listening carefully by this time: and so 
should we! 
Jesus challenged his disciples with a commission, kind of like a job assignment. The disciples were to spread 
Jesusô message to the entire earth, making new disciples. And the best part was, the disciples didnôt have to go 
alone. The Holy Spirit would be with them all the way. 
Jesusô Great Commission is our calling too. The message of Godôs love and forgiveness is for people of all na-
tions. But we donôt have to travel far ï our jobs starts right at our front door with our friends, families, and 
neighbours. The job requirements? Someone whoôs willing to speak up about Godôs incredible love. 
You have the message. Think of how itôs changed your life. Jesus has also promised to stick by your side 
through everything. So what are you waiting for? 
How have you been challenged to act on the good news in your everyday life? 

          GPBS 2017 
 
Students attended community events last week to celebrate Reconciliation Week.  Learning 
about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures is an important part of The 
Victorian Curriculum at all year levels. The knowledge and skills that students are expected to 
develop about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders histories and cultures has a particular and 
enduring importance and assists students to understand the uniqueness of these cultures and the 
wisdom and knowledge embedded in them. 
 

 
Important Dates to Remember:   
 
 

May  31 Wednesday  First Eucharist Breadmaking Day  
June  3 Saturday  Confirmation Enrolment & Year 6 Level Mass, 6.00pm 
  4 Sunday   Confirmation Enrolment & Year 6 Level Mass, 9.45am 
  15 Thursday  Confirmation Reflection Day for Year 6 Students. 
      Confirmation Information Evening for Parents, 7.30pm 
  18 Sunday  William, Patrick, Cohen and Joshuaôs First Eucharist, 11.15am 
  20 Tuesday  Ryan, Abbey and Jacobôs Home Mass, 6.30pm. 
  23 Friday  Jessica, Ebony and Gracenôs Home Mass, 6.00pm 

 

 

ITALIAN DANCE INCURSION  
 

Students had a most enjoyable time last Tuesday learning the Italian folk dances, La Quadriglia and La Taran-
tella. Vincenzo is a Performing Arts teacher at Tintern Grammar and runs his Italian school Incursion Dance 
Focus on other days. He is a very experienced manager of large groups of students where they learn without 
realizing it as they have so much fun.  
 

Feedback from students; Sally, òThe guy, Vincenzo was really funny. He sneaked learning into a fun 

environment.ó Astrid, òI liked his gamesó . Luke, óThe dance was really fun. It was good to hear about 

the olden days in Italyó. Sophie òHe was really good at making the dance fun for everyoneó. Chloe, 

òHe made it interesting by explaining where it came from in a joking wayó. George,óI liked the part 

where we got to go under the tunneló. Maeve, ò I liked how we had partners and learned lots of 

fun dancesó. Patrick, òI liked how Vince went over the steps a lot. I didnt like being a girl.ó Harry, ò I 

liked the dances, especially òPeeling the bananaó. Jack, òI liked how complicated it was.ó 
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On Friday 26 May, Molly, Liv, MJ, Chrissy, Elizabeth, Beth, 

Julie and 17 year 4õs went to the smoking ceremony at the 

Whitehorse Council Offices. It was really fun and interest-

ing. We all walked through the smoke and the aboriginal 

elder talked to us about the days back when he was a 

young boy and what happened. He talked to us about his 

great, great, great grandpa and how things were for him. 

It was very interesting!  
 

After the ceremony we were invited to afternoon tea that 

was really delicious. There was kangaroo, which we donõt 

eat often, sausage rolls that had native garden herbs, desert 

and more. There were other primary schools and high 

schools such as Blackburn Primary, St James, Emmaus Col-

lege, Our Lady Sion College and more.           

 

By Molly,Liv and MJ  


