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June 5,  2017  No. 14 

 
PARISH CONTACTS: 
 

PH: 9873 1341 
 

PARISH PRIEST  
Father Dispin John 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Elisa Kelesidis 
Mrs. Martine Giles 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATES 
Mrs. Maree O’Keefe 

UNIFORM SHOP 
Open first Tuesday of each month 
8.30 -9.00am Multi Purpose Room 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Kathleen Spicer 
 
 

LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Every Tuesday  Lunchtime 
To order register online: 
www.flexischools.com.au     

CAMP AUSTRALIA  
 

Before & After School Care 1300 105 343 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Cherry Manapol   
 
HOURS:  7.00  -8.30 am 
     3.20 –6.15 pm 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday -Friday, 8.30am –4.00pm  

490 Whitehorse Road, Mitcham VIC 3132 
Phone: 03 9874 1575       Fax: 03 9873 2099 

Email: principal@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au    Web: www.sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 

 
 COMING UP AT ST JOHN’S      

   
JUNE 6 Tuesday  Education Board Meeting, 7.00pm 
  12 Monday  Queen’s Birthday Holiday - No School  
  14 Wednesday  Parent Association Meeting, 7.00pm 
  15 Thursday  Confirmation Retreat Day 
      Confirmation Parent Evening, 7.30pm 
  18 Sunday  First Eucharist Mass, 9.45am & 11.15am 
      Year 7 Reunion Mass (Year 6, 2016), 5.00pm 
  

          Click here to access St John’s Parish Newsletter 

 Dear Parents, 
 

We celebrated Pentecost this past weekend, so we pray: 
 

Lord God, we ask for the gifts of knowledge, wisdom and 

understanding.  

What we pray for we intend to work at, so that we may be 

people with an open mind, a thirst for knowledge and a wis-

dom that makes good use of our knowledge and experience.   

We know that any gifts are useless if we do not also have 

love and concern for others and so we ask that you inspire 

us to live in such a way that we are caring and compassion-

ate and promote understanding between people. 

May others respect us, Lord, as much as we respect them.  

Amen 
 

Bush Dance 
 

We have an exciting day and night planned this coming Thursday.  During the school day, students will have 
the opportunity to learn dances, which will then be shared with their families at the evening bush dance.  The 
day sessions are as follows: 
 

 Years Prep/1/5/6 have a session from 12-1pm 
 Years 2/3/4 have a session from 1-2pm 
 

All students will then gather for a whole school rehearsal of the dances they have learnt from 2:20pm.  We ask 
that no parents attend this learning session so you will be surprised when your children teach you some dances 
later in the evening. 

http://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.stjohnsmitcham.com.au/welcome.php?Category=News&SubCategory=_Parish+News
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Students can come in casual clothes with a splash of country for the evening session and we encourage parents 
to get into the spirit also. 
Please refer to the flyer included in the newsletter with times for the BBQ and Bush Dance.  Looking forward 
to seeing you all there.  It will be a great night! 
 

Student Attendance: 
 

This is a very important and interesting time of year in school, as we are mid-way through Term 2 and genu-
inely the foreseeable end of semester fast approaches. It is also a time when coughs and colds thrive. Absentee 
rates tend to increase, and whilst this is understandable, we must ensure that students are only absent for genu-
ine reasons such as illness.  

The reality is that it is not okay to be away. It is important for all students to make the most of the edu-
cational opportunities provided to them if they are to develop their talents and grow their potential. It is also 
important to attend, to maintain positive social relationships and friendship groups.  

It is worth asking the questions: how many days of school has your child missed this semester, how 
many is normal and how many is too much? These are difficult questions to answer and the answer for each 
child is different, but I once read a guide that explained it something like this:  

 
0-5 days: This is within a normal range and should allow the student to participate fully in learning. 
  

6-10 days: This would be below average.  
 

10 days a semester is approximately 10% of the learning time in classrooms and if maintained would 
equate to over half a year between Prep and Year 6.  
 

11-20 days: This would be considered poor attendance at a rate of approximately 20%, which could 
mean a year lost from Prep and Year 6. 
  

20-plus days: This would be considered very poor attendance and indeed cause for concern.  
 
Please be assured that I understand that illness and injuries are a part of family life and no two families are the 
same, but we must encourage participation in and connection with classes if learning is to be maintained.  
 

School Education Board 
 

The board gathered for their meeting on the 2nd May and welcomed Stephen Willis to the group. 
 As always there were various topics to discuss, the main points covered were: 

The introduction of a new winter tunic for girls. It will be an optional piece of uniform, much like the sum-
mer dress.  It is anticipated that it will be matched with a shirt.  The date for purchase will be advised. 

We reviewed the first term of Camp Australia.    
Beth Johnson shared an update on Visible Learning. We explored learning walks and discussed the oppor-

tunity for some parents to be involved in seeing learning in the classrooms during term 3. 
The board were updated regarding the exciting news of the progress with the master plan for the school. 

Jacqui should have further information surrounding funding and timelines at the next meeting. 
As always another focal point were enrolments and marketing of the school. Ways to build strong relation-

ships with local community groups and displaying the staff qualifications and abilities are a strong fo-
cus moving forward. 

  
The next board meeting will be held this Tuesday 6th June.  The agenda items include renewing our school vi-
sion and Bianca Martino sharing all about the Digital Technologies curriculum. 
  
Parent/Student/Teacher Interviews 
 

These meetings have been scheduled for Tuesday 27 June from 3:45pm to 7:30pm and Wednesday 28 June 
from 3:45pm to 6pm.  You will be able to request interview times from Tuesday 20 June.  More information 
will be in our next newsletter on Monday 19 June. 
 

Cross-Country 
 

We wish Anabelle T, Will T, Hamish G, Jesse H and Josh J every success as they participate in the next level 
of cross-country on Thursday.   
 

Staff member of the Month 
 

Naomi Curtis is our June Staff Member of the Month. Please read on to learn more about her. 
 

Have a great week, 
Jacqui Marshall 
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Our Gospel Challenge this week is to: recognise and affirm the gifts of others as well as us-

ing our own gifts to make life a little easier for someone else. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of the faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love. 
 

Yesterday we celebrated Pentecost. 
• Pentecost was originally a Jewish harvest festival which was celebrated fifty days after the Passover. It was 
one of the great ‘pilgrimage’ festivals which meant that people came to celebrate this feast at the Temple. It 
was for this festival that so many pilgrims were present in Jerusalem on the day when the Spirit was manifest-
ed in the lives of the disciples. 
• The Christian feast of Pentecost is fifty days after Easter and is the culmination of the Lent-Easter-Pentecost 
cycle. We have finished the season of Easter and resume Ordinary Time. 
• The Church teaches that the Holy Spirit brings both gifts and fruits to the faithful 
• Red is the colour which is often associated with the Spirit and red vestments were worn by the priest on Pen-
tecost Sunday. Red symbolises the intense love or ‘fire’ of the Holy Spirit. Other symbols of the Spirit are 
tongues of flame, wind and a white dove. All have their origins in Scripture. Each of these conveys something 
of the mystery of the Spirit of God which is beyond human understanding. 
 
This year’s Confirmation candidates participated in the Confirma-
tion Enrolment Rite at the 6pm and 9:45am parish masses. The 
candidates were presented, stated that they belonged to the com-
munity and wanted to celebrate God's Spirit present in their lives 
by their action in the community, renewed their Baptismal promis-
es and then signed up for preparation. Their parents and communi-
ty of St John’s Parish pledged their support. 
 
Have an enjoyable week, 
Monica 
 
Important Dates to Remember:   
 

June  15 Thursday  Confirmation Reflection Day for Year 6 Students. 
      Confirmation Information Evening for Parents, 7.30pm 
  18 Sunday  William, Patrick, Cohen and Joshua’s First Eucharist, 11.15am 
  20 Tuesday  Ryan, Abbey and Jacob’s Home Mass, 6.30pm. 
  23 Friday  Jessica, Ebony and Gracen’s Home Mass, 6.00pm 
      Feast of the Sacred Heart Mass 
 

 

 
INQUIRY LEARNING AT ST JOHN’S 
 

At St John’s we aim to create learning experiences and  environments that cultivate 
curiosity and grow young people as confident, capable and creative inquirers. We 
want to ensure that our teaching nurtures rather than diminishes the sense of wonder 
with which we are all born. We want our students to develop as thinkers, collabora-
tors, self - managers, communicators and researchers. One way to facilitate this is by 
using an approach called Inquiry Based Learning. 
 
Inquiry Based Learning is a form of active learning that starts by posing questions, 
problems or scenarios - rather than the teacher simply presenting facts at the front of 
the classroom. Inquiry Based Learning follows a structure which involves four steps: Tuning In - Subject, 
Finding or Sorting Out, Going Further and Taking Action. The structure can be used in any curriculum area. 
Often you will hear students saying that they have “Inquiry” rather than naming the curriculum areas of Histo-
ry, Geography, Science and Civics and Citizenship. 
 
This term the whole school is participating in a History inquiry around the concept of Journey - What moments 
shape us? Ask your children what they are learning about  and how they are learning in History.  
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BREAD MAKING DAY AT ST JOHN’S 

 

We ate bread and wine but before that we imagined we were at the Last Supper with Jesus. It was a special 
day because it helped strengthen my faith and prepare me for my First Eucharist - Tristan  
 
The First Eucharist candidates got to make place mats with the symbols of Eucharist. We chose a colour and 
special symbols to colour in. The day was a special and happy day because it bought the community together 
- Leah  
 
On Wednesday the first Eucharist candidates went to Bread Making Day. When we were there we did guided 
meditation and listened to God's word. To me it was a very special day because it made me feel peaceful and 
closer to God. - Gracie  
 
Below:  Some of the ar twork created by students at Bread Making Day last week. 

 

Interschool sports UPDATE - Round 5 
 

Last Friday, 2nd of June, year 4, 5 and 6 students competed in Winter interschool sports matches against St 
Phillip’s Primary School. Students played in one of the football, tee-ball or netball teams. 
 

In our match we played against St Phillip’s at Walker Park. 
 
The footballers won their match by 24 points with a final score of 43 to 19 . It was a great game, all the players 

did their best. It was a tough game, both teams played very hard. Great effort by Ryan this week for 
tackling well and George and Hamish for showing great leadership. Josh kicked well and ran hard. 
The goalkickers were Josh (2) ,and Hamish (2), Jesse (1) and Jack(1).  
Next week we are playing away against St James and we hope to win. -Frank 

 
Both netball teams did very well in their games against St Phillips, but unfortunately the open team lost with 

an overall score of 7-23. The girls team won with a score of 33-1. Well done to Jade, Sophie, Molly 
and Talia on your great shooting. Congratulations to both teams for trying their very best and having 
great sportsmanship. Everyone did an terrific job and we all played with amazing throwing and catch-
es. We would like to thank the teachers and parents who supported our teams and a special thanks to 
Andree and Ange for being awesome coaches!!  - Megan 

 
This week we played against St Phillips who did extremely well. The girl's tee ball team won with the scores 

of 15-22, but unfortunately the open team lost by 5 points (8-13.)  Both games were very close! Both 
teams showed awesome teamwork and effort! This week we thank Andrew for supporting the open 
tee-ball team, and we thank Ms. Buis for supporting and scoring the girl's tee-ball team. Everyone 
showed great sportsmanship and represented their school well.  - Frances W 

 
Next week our teams will be playing away against St James Primary School. 
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
 

If you would like to order any books from the recent 
Scholastic bookclub brochures please do so 
by 16/6/17. No late orders can be processed 
All rewards points from the bookclub orders to to-
wards buying classroom resources for each year level. 
Any queries can be directed to Jo Novak  
(Nicholas 5/6 TJ, Natasha 3/4RF). 
on 0402 816 685  
 

Thank you & happy reading! 

 Italian Phrase of the Week 
 

Week 8:   
 

       Cresciamo nel cuore 
Kray-sharmo-nell-cuore) 

We are growing in our hearts 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Congratulations to Bartek Lukszo who is celebrating 
his birthday this week. 

 

We hope you have a “Happy Day!” Bartek 

 

A note from your PA …………... 
 

Your box of Cadbury Chocolates contains 50 bars 
which are $1 each.  
 

Total box value $50.00  
 

Thank you to those families that have already sold 
their box and returned the money. 
We encourage you to support this fundraising ac-
tivity and return your envelope (with money en-
closed) to school in the coming weeks. Please en-
sure you complete your child's family name and 
class group as well as the amount enclosed on the 
envelope provided in the box. 
Any unsold chocolates need to be returned as soon 
as possible so they can be reallocated to another 
family. 
 

St Johns PA  

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE AT ST JOHN’S 
 

The social justice team has been looking at refugees 
and asylum seekers, we would like to know if anyone 
has any experience or history with asylum seekers or 
refugees and would like to share it with us, if so, 
please email moshannassy@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 
 

Thank you! 

mailto:moshannassy@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au


nt  

Self Management 

At St John’s we  Respect Ourselves, Respect Others and Respect Property   
Have a wonderful week, 
Beth Johnson 
Student Wellbeing Leader  

- BOUNCING BACK 

One area of Self Management is our ability to show resilience or bounce back from situations. When a 
ball hits the ground it is temporarily pushed out of shape, but it bounces back and returns almost to the same 
shape. When you encounter difficulties or hard times in your life that make you feel unhappy, you too can try 
to bounce back to what you were like before. Often, after bouncing back, you are even stronger than you were 
before. 

Bounce Back, one of our Social and Emotional resources we use to support learning in this area is 
grounded in this principle of bouncing back. We use the BOUNCE BACK acronym to support students with 
understanding resilience in challenging times. 

Younger students learn about the BOUNCE part first and as they continue their learning about resili-
ence, we introduce the second part. You might like to keep this handy at home. 

 

Marathon Club 
 

Tuesday and Thursday Mornings 
 

Check the St John’s Skoolbag App for updates. 

 

Naomi has been a staff member at St. John’s for three years. 
She began her teaching career in year 1/2  but has since em-
braced the opportunity to teach Prep. She has loved seeing how 
much the Preps have grown in just 72 days and the amazing 
progress they have made. Naomi has played the violin since she 
was in Kinder and offers her time to showcase her musical abili-
ties around the school. She LOVES to travel and has been to 20 
countries! Naomi has a passion for writing and has loved learn-
ing more about student wellbeing over the last few years. She 
looks forward to developing her leadership as a team member in 
the area of Student Wellbeing and enhancing her knowledge of 
Social and Emotional Learning  

St John’s Staff Profile of the Month 

Naomi Curtis 
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