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 COMING UP AT ST JOHN’S      
 

APRIL 18 Wednesday  PA Meeting, 7.00pm 
  19 Thursday  Open Morning  for Prospective Families, 9-10.00am 
  21 Saturday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation, 6.00pm 
  22 Sunday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation, 9.45am 
  23 Monday  School Assembly, 8.50am 
  25 Wednesday  Anzac Day– No School 
  26 Thursday  Confirmation Retreat Day 
      Confirmation Candidates Parent Evening, 7.30pm 
 
                 

           Click here to access St John’s Parish Newsletter 

April 16, 2018  No. 9 

 

 
PARISH CONTACTS: 
 

PH: 9873 1341 
 

PARISH PRIEST  
Father Dispin John 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Elisa Kelesidis 
Mrs. Martine Giles 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Mrs. Maree O’Keefe 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
Open first Tuesday of each month 
8.30 -9.00am Multi Purpose Room 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Kathleen Spicer 
 
 

LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Every Tuesday  Lunchtime 
To order register online: 
www.flexischools.com.au     

CAMP AUSTRALIA  
 

Before & After School Care 1300 105 343 
 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Rachel Spencer 
 
HOURS:  7.00  -8.30 am 
     3.20 –6.15 pm 
 
SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday -Friday, 8.30am –4.00pm  

 
Dear Parents, 
 

Welcome back to Term 2.  I hope you all had a lovely Easter break with your family.  We gathered as a school 
community this morning to pray and reflect on the Easter season. 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Stay with us, Risen One, for with you we find enlightenment and hope. 

Open our minds to God’s wisdom and reveal your hidden presence, that 

we may have confidence in your constant care  

as we continue along the Way, 

For you live and reign now and forever.  Amen 

 

We are looking forward to another action packed term.  The term 2 calendar is included with today’s newslet-
ter and year level newsletters will be in next week’s newsletter.  
 
School review process 
Later this term we will undergo a formal school review initiated by Catholic Education Melbourne.  This pro-
cess occurs every four years and has two key dimensions: Strategic Planning and Compliance.  The review 
process provides an opportunity for the school community to reflect on the achievement of goals identified in 
the School Improvement Plan and to identify priorities that will be integral to the school’s strategic planning 
over the next four years. 
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Our 2014-2018 School Improvement Plan had the following five broad goals: 
 
 To partner with all in the community to deepen our understanding of the Catholic faith, its liturgical ritu-

als, traditions and scripture in order to live out the faith in both word and action 
. 
 To further develop a high quality contemporary learning environment in which all students are chal-

lenged and supported to experience ongoing success and which leads to higher levels of student engage-
ment and improved student outcomes. 

 
 To further develop a supportive and respectful school environment which fosters positive relationships 

and empowers every student to be a confident, resilient and successful learner. 
 
 To build a dynamic learning community with strong parent and community partnerships. 
 
 To further develop and sustain a positive staff culture characterised by a shared vision, collaborative 

learning, active staff engagement and a focus on continuous improvement.    
 
The external reviewer will be in the school for 3 days commencing Tuesday 12 June.  Over this time, she 
would like the opportunity to meet with as many students, parents and staff as possible.  I will continue to keep 
you informed of the process.   
 
Year 5/6 Debating Program 
 

Early this term our senior students will be involved in a debating program.  Debating is an invaluable skill for 
students as it promotes confidence and effective public presentation skills.  It also encourages logical and criti-
cal thinking, social awareness and an interest in current affairs.  The students begin their first session on Thurs-
day morning. 
 
Open Mornings and Information E 
vening 

We have three more open mornings for prospective prep enrolments scheduled this term. 
Thursday 19 April, Friday 27 April and Monday 30 April between 9-10 am. 
There will be an Information evening on Wednesday 2 May commencing at 7pm. 
Please invite anyone you know interested in enrolling at St John’s. 
 
Have a great week 
Jacqui Marshall 
Principal 
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Our Gospel Challenge this week is to: Read a story from the bible in our own time.  
 

Happy Easter. Easter is not just a weekend. The Easter season begun on Easter Sunday. The celebration of the 
resurrection of Jesus is the climax of the Church’s life marking Christ’s victory over sin and death. The season 
of Easter extends for 50 days after Easter Sunday, closing with Pentecost Sunday. 
 
Sunday’s Gospel from Luke tells us of the time the disciples were gathered after the resurrection. Jesus stood 
among them and told them that all that was written in the Scriptures about him was true and that they were wit-
nesses to Christ’s message of love and forgiveness. 

 

Lord Jesus, 
Open our minds 

To understand the scriptures. 
Give us courage to be your witnesses. 

Amen 
 
When Jesus calls his disciples to be his witnesses, he wants them to preach his story and share his love with 
others. We are the disciples of the 21st century and are called by Jesus to continue this mission. 
 
Sincere thanks to everyone who generously gave their support to Harmony Day. It was a wonderful celebration 
of diversity and the wonderful gift of culture, our own and others, to our lives. Thank you to families that 
shared aspects of their cultures, parents who set up, served lunches and cleared the Coghlan Centre, prepared 
food for shared lunch and assisted with our colourful lap-a-thon. Our “Colours of the World lap-a-thon raised 
$1200. If you have not yet returned your sponsorship form or Project Compassion box to school, please return 
to the school office as soon as possible. 
 
Have a wonderful week, 
Monica 
  
Important Dates to Remember: 
 

April 19 Thursday  First Eucharist Parent Workshop, 2.00pm or 7.00pm 
 21  Saturday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation, 6.00pm 
 22 Sunday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation, 9:45am 
 26 Thursday  Confirmation Retreat Day (all day) and Parent Information Evening 7:30pm 
 29 Sunday  Parish Family Mass 9:45am 
May 12 Saturday  Confirmation, 7.00pm and 3.00pm 

 

Molly’s Walk For Autism 

 https://walk-for-autism-2018.everydayhero.com/au/my-noisy-brother  
 

I would just like to say thank you to everyone that had  donated I have  
finished my walking and I raised $1950 for autism.—Molly B 5/6KR 

https://walk-for-autism-2018.everydayhero.com/au/my-noisy-brother
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Learning & Teaching 

Capabilities 

 

The Victorian Curriculum includes eight learning areas and four capabilities. The capabilities represent sets of 
knowledge and skills that are developed and applied across the curriculum. All capabilities are explicitly taught to stu-
dents, practised and demonstrated in and through many learning areas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The capabilities are: 
 

Critical and Creative Thinking 

 Questions and possibilities 
 Reasoning 
 Metacognition 
 Thinking processes 

 Logical thinking 
 
Intercultural Capability 

 Cultural practices 

 Demonstrating an awareness and respect for cultural diversity 
 
Ethical Capability 

 Understanding concepts 
 Decision making and actions 

 Ethical reasoning 
 
Personal and Social Capability 

 Self awareness and management 
1.Recognition and expression of emotions 
2.Development of resilience 

 Social Awareness and management 
1.Collaboration 
2.Relationships and diversity 
 

All capabilities will be reported on this year. If you have any questions about the four capabilities please let me know. 
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TERM ONE REVIEW 
 
Term One was a very busy term here at St John’s with students participating in many and varied extra curricu-
lar activities. These activities are an important part of a child’s education and a great opportunity for students 
to further explore and develop their personal interests and strengths. 
 
The choir meets weekly with Penelope before school and have led us in song at Parish Family Masses, on 
Harmony Day at assemblies. Instrumental lessons have continued with Anthony and Rose throughout Term 
One and will continue this term with new teachers and instruments being available to be learnt. Mary volun-
teers her time every Thursday to teach Scottish dancing to a large group of enthusiastic dancers. We hope to 
see them perform shortly. 
 
Twilight Sports was a wonderful event not only for participating in sporting activities but also to gather as a 
school community. Marathon Club met each Tuesday and Thursday mornings with students running up many 
laps towards their kilometre count. Senior students participated in an Inter School Summer Sports Day playing 
either softball, volleyball or cricket. St John’s came runners up in the mixed volleyball section. Year Sixes at-
tended Camp Nilahcootie which is an outdoor adventure camp allowing students to challenge themselves and 
experience  new physical activities such as rock climbing, abseiling, canoeing, mountain bike riding and rope 
courses. 
 
There have been several opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills with the Future Leaders 
Program focusing their learning on effective leadership skills and senior students attending a leadership semi-
nar at Emmaus College in March. During Term One our future leaders have been exploring safety and creat-
ing a Child Safety Code of Conduct for students. 
 
Our ICT leaders facilitate Code Club regularly for students who love to use digital technologies to design and 
create games and programs. Lego Club meets every Friday for those students who love to design and create 
with lego. 
 
Some of our Year Five students represented St John’s at the St Patrick’s Day Mass and celebration of Catholic 
Education Week. Our Social Justice Leaders attended the Project Compassion launch and with their team or-
ganised projects during Lent to raise funds for and awareness of Caritas Australia and their programs. Shrove 
Tuesday Breakfast, Coin Conga, Harmony Day have been some of their projects that they meet regularly and 
plan. 
Term Two brings with it different weather, events and new experiences and opportunities for students to par-
ticipate and grow through extra curricular activities here at St John’s. 
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Digital Portfolios @ St. John’s 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Digital portfolios contain 
the same content hard copy portfolios include but students learning is presented in a digital format. The tool 
that we will be using to create our digital portfolios is Google Sites (a website building platform from 
Google) where they will build and create their own digital portfolio site. 
 
Purpose of Digital Portfolios 
Many students are creating Google Sites for Digital Portfolios to showcase their digital work. It is a great 
way for students to be able to have one spot to post their work to and share it with their family. 
**Only family members will have access to their child’s Google Site and can view their portfolio with a link. 
Their site will not be public on the web. 
 
Why Digital Portfolios 
Digital portfolios expand on the range of techniques available to students to demonstrate learning. Pic-
tures, videos and audio recordings are added to the typical paper and pencil tasks students complete. Students 
are given alternative modes of expression and means to demonstrate learning. This can lead to increases 
in self-confidence and achievement. 21st century skills are developed and digital portfolios can help engage 
students in practicing these important abilities, such as effective oral and written communication.  Increased 
accessibility! Parents have regular  and easy access to this site which will be updated every semester . 

There will be a range of learning samples being uploaded on your child’s digital portfolio. For example, doc-
uments, spreadsheets and projects. Pictures and videos are also available to be uploaded to demonstrate col-
laboration in learning. For example, playing a musical instrument with peers in Performing Arts. If you have 
any issues with your child being in a video on another child’s digital portfolio, please let me know by Friday 
27th April. 

We are hoping to receive feedback about this new process from many 3/4 families at the end of Term 2. 

 At St. John’s each student has a portfolio which is sent home with their report in 
the middle and end of the year. Portfolios are a sample of your child’s learning 
across all curriculum areas and showcase all the wonderful learning that has tak-
en place. 
 
This semester we are introducing Digital Portfolios. This will be a trial in the 
3/4 learning area, with hopes of it expanding to 5/6 later in the year or early 
next year. Due to St.John’s being a Google Apps for Education (GAFE) 
school, students have become confident and capable users of Google tools, 
often using a number of these tools such as Google Docs, Sheets and Slides in 
the classroom. As students are saving most of their work on their Google 
Drives (online storage), having a digital portfolio would be a seamless and 
environmentally friendly transition. 

 

 

Do you want to be the next Dustin Martin or Daisy Pearce?  
 Do you want to learn new skills, make new friends,  

get fit and have loads of fun? 
Want to leave your weekends free? 

 
 

  If you answered yes to any of those questions then doing Auskick on a Friday night at Mitcham is for you.   
 

Mitcham Auskick will start on Friday 20
st
 April at Walker Park in Mitcham (the MCG of the East) and 

sessions run from 6pm to 7.15.  Cost for the season is only $90 which also gets you a backpack filled with 
great footy stuff. 

 
 

Call Craig Giles on 0408 536 539 or register for Mitcham Auskick online at  
http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register/ 

http://www.aflauskick.com.au/register/
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BIRTHDAYS 
 

Welcome back to term two and congratulations to  
Eleonora Carnovale in prep, who will be celebrating her 
birthday this week. 
 

 

   We hope you have a “Happy Birthday!” 

  

Italian Phrase of the Week 
 

Week 9 :       Benvenuto! 
           (Ben-ven-oot-oh) 
      Welcome! 

GLASS JARS NEEDED 

The Year 3/4 classrooms will require glass jars for sci-

ence this term. If anyone has any spare 400 ml to 500 
ml glass jars with a screw top lid it would be 
greatly if you could kindly donate it to us. 

EASTER RAFFLE 
 

The Easter Raffle was drawn on the last day of term 
one and the winners were: Abbey Leyden, the Willis 
family, Bella Clifford and Jack Swaine. Congratula-
tions to the prize winners and thank you to everyone 
for their support. 
Special thanks to Jackie Harkin for organizing the raf-
fle on behalf of the PA. 

 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
 

Entertainment Books will be coming home to each 
family this week full of amazing deals for the whole 
family. Vouchers include contemporary dining deals at 
some of Melbourne’s best restaurants, family friendly 
and cafe dining, takeaway and informal dining, events 
and attractions such as movie tickets, Bounce, bowling, 
footy tickets or wine tours, gift cards and shopping 
deals, holiday deals including car hire, flights, accom-
modation and attractions and so much more. To pay for 
your book or to order additional books vis-
it www.entbook.com.au/184925h or return the pay-
ment in the envelope provided. The books are $70 with 
$14 from each book sold going to the school. They are 
valid till June 2019 and you can start using them im-
mediately! Any questions contact Suzie Leyden 
(Abbey 5/6KR) on 0448 223 966 
 

 

WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN 
 

Thank you to the Parent Association for their effort in organizing the 2017 Woolworths Earn & Learn 
fundraiser for the school. Below is a picture of the rewards that we received late last term from your effort.  

http://www.entbook.com.au/184925h
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TERM TWO CALENDAR 2018 
 

APRIL 
 

16 Monday  Term Two Commences 
18  Wednesday  PA Meeting, 7.00pm 
19 Thursday  Open Morning, 9:00am – 10:00am 
    First Eucharist Parent Workshop, 2:00pm & 7:30pm 
21 Saturday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation,  6:00pm 
22 Sunday  First Eucharist Medal Presentation, 9:45am 
23 Monday  Assembly 3/4KC 
25 Wednesday ANZAC DAY – No School 
26 Thursday  Confirmation Retreat Day 
    Confirmation Parent Evening,  7:30pm 
27 Friday  Open Morning , 9:00am – 10:00am 
29 Sunday  Parish Family Mass, 9:00am – 10:00am 
30 Monday  Open Morning,  9:00am – 10:00am 
  
   

MAY 
 
1 Tuesday   Education Board 
2 Wednesday  Open Evening for prospective parents 
5 Saturday  First Eucharist Lord’s Prayer Presentation and Year Three Level Mass, 6:00pm 
6 Sunday  First Eucharist Lord’s Prayer Presentation and Year Three Level Mass, 9:45am 
7 Monday   Assembly 5/6KR 
8 Tuesday  Confirmation Practice Day 
9 Wednesday  PA Meeting, 7.00pm 
11 Friday   Ladies Movie Night 
12 Saturday   Confirmation, 1:00pm & 3:00pm 
14 Monday  SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
15 Tuesday  Book Fair in library until Friday 18th May 

 NAPLAN - Writing & Language Conventions 
16 Wednesday  NAPLAN - Reading 
17 Thursday  NAPLAN – Numeracy 

   First Eucharist Parent Workshop, 2:00pm & 7:30pm 
18 Friday  Grandparents’ Day. 130 Years Celebration Mass at 10:00am. 
21 Monday  Assembly 1/2BM 

   Year Five depart for Sovereign Hill Camp 
23 Wednesday  Bread Making Day 

 Year Five return from Sovereign Hill Camp 
27 Sunday  Parish Family Mass, 9:45am 

 

 

JUNE 
 
2 Saturday  Year Two Level Mass, 6:00pm 
3 Sunday   Year Two Level Mass, 
5 Tuesday  Education Board Meeting, 7:00pm 
8 Friday  Feast of Sacred Heart Mass, 10:00am 
11 Monday  QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY – No school 
18 Monday  Assembly Italian 
26 Tuesday  Parent/Teacher/Student Learning Discussions, 3:40 – 8:00pm 
27 Wednesday  Parent/Teacher/Student Learning Discussions, 3:40 – 6:00pm 
29 Friday  Term Two ends, 3.20pm 


